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The inquiry concerned the prohibition of fur farming and the ban to use animals in circus.

The request was forwarded to all EU member states.
The questions were as follows:

1. Is fur farming banned in your country (or differently for foxes, minks, chinchillas etc) or will soon be? 

2. Is there prohibition to use animals in circus, if the animal was born in wild nature and/or does not differ genetically from the animals of same species in wild nature?

Situation in Estonia:

Fur farming is not prohibited.

Presenting animals in circuses is not prohibited too, but 2 kind of amendments are under consideration:

1) the prohibition of fur farming (foxes, minks, etc), if the fur is the only aim of such farming;

2) the ban to use animals in circus, if the animal was born in wild nature and differs genetically from the animals of the same species living in wild nature. (The ban does not concern animals who were born in confinement. Prohibition to use wild-born animals in animal fairs, animal shows, auctions and exhibitions does already exist in Estonia.)

Czech Republic

1. Fur farming is not banned in the Czech Republic.

2. If animals were born in wild nature, it is prohibited to use them in circus in Czech Republic.  

Denmark

1. Under Danish law fur farming with foxes is prohibited as of 1. August 2009, however for already established fur farms with foxes dispensation can be given until 31. December 2023. The rules are laid down in act number 466 of 12/06/2009 about the keeping of foxes. Unfortunately this act is only available in Danish.  There isn´t any prohibition in relation to fur farms with minks, chinchillas, ferrets etc.
 

2. Under Danish law there is as a main rule a prohibition against wild animals in circus. This follows from section 17, subsection 2 of the Danish animal protection act.  
The Minister of Justice can, however, under section 17 subsection 4 give dispensation from this prohibition if it is found to be unobjectionable. This act is unfortunately only available in Danish. By act number  499 of 12/06/2009  about changes to the animal protection act, the general prohibition against wild animals in circus will be liftet. In stead it will be up to the Ministry of Justice to issue rules about in which cases wild animals may not be use in circus. This act isn´t entered into force yet. It is up to the Minister of Justice to decide when the act should enter into force. No decision has been made about this at this time.
Finland

1. Finland considers that fur production is a generally approved economic activity in Europe. On the basis of the European Convention for the protection of animals kept for farming purposes, adopted by the Council of Europe, recommendation concerning fur animals were approved in 1999. These contain detailed requirements concerning the conditions in which fur animals can be kept. Finland implemented the recommendations in a decision that was issued by the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry concerning animal protection requirements for the keeping of fur animals.

Finland considers that the member states should refrain from banning fur farming in whole or in part. Finland wishes to emphasize that in Finland a high level of animal welfare is required in the production of all fur animals.

2. According to the decision issued by the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry  http://wwwb.mmm.fi/el/laki/f/f10.html animal protection legislation forbids the use of certain animals, such as elephants, in circuses. The legal prohibition against the use of certain animals in circuses applies whether animals have been caught in the wild or raised in captivity. In other words such animals cannot be used in a circus in Finland even if they were born in captivity. Section 13 of Animal Welfare Act (247/1996)  http://www.finlex.fi/fi/laki/kaannokset/1996/en19960247.pdf  states that wild mammals or birds cannot be caught in the wild in Finland for use in a circus, even if the use of the particular species of animal in a circus is not prohibited as a rule.

France

1. Fur farming is not banned.

 

2. The use of wild-born animals in circus is not prohibited.

Germany
1. Fur farming is not banned in Germany, and there are no plans existing for prohibition. But by amendment (30.11.2006) fur farming now is banned for minks, polecat, chinchilla etc. if they are born in wild nature. 

2. There is no general prohibition of using wild-born animals in circus and animal shows. A bill intending the prohibition of using wild born animals (bears, apes, elephants etc.) by the oppositional green party has been rejected. But based on a new circus register for wild animals which has been installed 19.3.2008, measures for better animal protection shall be imposed.

Italy

1. Fur farming is legal in Italy, according to the provisions of the Legislative decree n. 146 of 2001, that put into effect the European Directive 98/58/EC concerning the protection of animals kept for farming purposes.  Various animalist associations have been opposing strongly this practice, and still are, so that many petitions and bills aimed at reforming the legislation have been submitted to the Parliament, with no result, until present. According to economic statistics the activity of fur farming is decreasing in our country, being more convenient the import of such goods.
2. As for concerns the use of animals in circus or shows, it is also allowed, even though a strong opposition comes from animalists. Some members of the parliament have repeatedly submitted a number of bills in order to forbid the shows where animals are forcefully exhibited, but the law (dating back to 1968) is still in force and the numerous initiatives to prohibit the use of animals have proved useless. The law, anyway, forbids the ill-treatment of animals and provides for some principles of good practices towards them.  When abuses are found out they are punished under criminal law.

Lithuania

1. Fur farming is not banned in Lithuania and there have been no formal initiative to have it prohibited. 
2. Lithuanian animal related legislation does not address directly the use of wild fauna in circus. The Law on Wildlife protection, art. 11, stipulates the areas of permitted use of wild animals: Apart from hunting and fishing, wild fauna can be used for scientific, cultural, educational and esthetic purposes. Entertainment is not listed among the permitted usage. Wild animals can only be removed from their natural habitat with the permission of the Ministry of Environment. The Lithuanian Animal Protection Law does not address the issue of circus animals either. The only document regarding circus animals is the Veterinary Requirements for Circus Animals issued by the National Food and Veterinary Agency on the basis of the COMMISSION REGULATION (EC) No 1739/2005 of 21 October 2005 laying down animal health requirements for the movement of circus animals between member states.
Netherlands

1. It is too early to answer this question at this moment. The parliamentary proceeding is still going.
June 30 2009 the vote regarding the ban proposal for the fur farming sector, initiated by Krista van Velzen (SP, Socialist Party) and Harm Evert Waalkens (PvdA, Labour Party) took place in the Lower Chamber. First the motion to have an additional report to assess the ten years phasing out period of the fur farming activity in the Netherlands was rejected. Secondly, the ban proposal was adopted by a majority.
It is now up to the Dutch Senate whether the ban will come into effect (probably in 2018), it is expected that they will make a decision this autumn.
2. In 2005 the city of Winschoten became the first municipality in the Netherlands to ban circuses with wild (i.e. non-domesticated) animals. Since, the issue of animals in circuses has dominated the Dutch public debate on animal welfare. 
Amsterdam and many other municipalities are now also working on a ban on circuses with wild animals. In the meantime, the directive for the well-being of animals in circuses, written by the Vereniging van Nederlandse Circus Ondernemingen (Association of Dutch Circuses), was assessed negatively by the advisory body of the Dutch Minister on animal welfare issues. Eventually the Minister had no other option than to leave the well-treaded path of self-regulation. She announced an investigation that should lead to new government policies guaranteeing the well-being of circus animals. 
The study into the well-being of circus animals was finished in 2009. Although it revealed a lot of animal suffering, it has not yet led to the prohibition of wild animals in Dutch circuses.
Poland

1. Fur farming is allowed in Poland.  Animals like foxes, minks, chinchillas, nutrias, rabbits may be bred for fur. 

For the time being, no work is carried out to amend the law on fur farming.
2. Under Polish law only animals born and bred in confinement are allowed to be used in circus. Wild born animals and animals living in nature may not be used for training or entertainment shows.  This restriction is applies to all animals regardless of their exterieur and genetic background. Polish law doesn’t consider whether an animal genetically differs or does not differ from animals of the same species in wild nature.

For the time being, no work is carried out to amend the law on the use of animals in circus.
Portugal

1. Fur farming of those animals is not banned in Portugal, and, to our knowledge, there is no legislation in preparation to deal with that subject.

2. There is no general prohibition regarding the use of wild-born animals in circuses and animal shows. However, circuses are under the obligation to comply with Executive Law n.º 211/2009, issued on September 3rd 2009 (in Portuguese
), which bans the detention of live specimens of the species listed on Order n.º 1226/2009, on October 12th 2009 (in Portuguese
). 

As a provisional measure, circuses are allowed to keep the animals that are already under their possession, but must abstain from buying additional specimens. The reproduction of animals already detained is also forbidden.

Slovakia
1. Fur farming is not banned in Slovakia. However, there are special conditions to run a fur farm. Everybody who wants to run a fur farm has to fulfil conditions pursuant to the act no. 39/2007 Coll. on Veterinary Care. Animals have to be kept in relevant (good) living conditions with relevant food and health care. 
2. There is no such prohibition in our country. The circus operator has to keep animals in due care and protection pursuant to the act no. 543/2002 Coll. on Nature and Landscape Protection. Health care and good living conditions have to be guaranteed.
Slovenia
1. In Slovenia, breeding the above animals is not banned. According to the Veterinary Administration of Slovenia, there is one small chinchilla farm in Slovenia. No amendment to the existing legislation is planned for the moment. 
2. In Slovenia, the use of animals for purposes and with characteristics indicated above is not prohibited. 

United Kingdom

1. Fur farming is banned in the UK:  Fur Farming (Prohibition) Act 2000.

2. The use of wild animals in circus is not banned but there are very few examples. This is something the Government is looking at.
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